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Essentials Course


Module 4, Activity 2
Planning My Student Sample  

 

Step 1: Answering the Big Questions 

Although the use of Curriculum-Framing Questions should be referenced and discussed throughout your unit, they are often most notably addressed in the student sample. Consider how your questions will be answered, at least in part, in the student sample:

1. Which of your Unit and Content Questions will be answered in the student sample?


	


2. How will your Essential Question be addressed in the student sample?


	


3. How will you ensure that the student sample will show that students have thought deeply about the questions? 


	


Step 2: Considering the Learning Goals for My Student Sample

Before choosing the type of technology your students will use to create their student product, it is important to identify what they need to include and how you want them to demonstrate their learning. Use the following prompts to help you plan your student sample:

1. Review the standards and learning objectives you identified in your Unit Plan. 

2. Review your notes on page 1.32-1.33 for how students will practice 21st century skills in your classroom.

3. What concepts, skills, and knowledge do you want students to demonstrate through this sample? 


	


4. What higher-order thinking skills do you want students to demonstrate through this sample?


	


5. What other 21st century skills should students demonstrate through this sample? 


	



Step 3: Reviewing Project Design 

Think about how a project-approach to learning can help your students meet the learning goals identified in Step 2. Review the ideas you brainstormed on page 1.22 for a possible project-approach to learning that you are interested in pursuing in your unit. Consider the ideas again and determine how they can be targeted specifically in and through the creation of this student sample.

Designing for a Project-Approach

1. What real-world connections are you considering for your unit?


	


2. What project scenario are you considering? How will you incorporate some element of project design into your unit?

Note: The Project Characteristics Checklist is available in the Portfolio Assessment folder on the Curriculum Resource CD.


	


3. What roles will students play, and what tasks will they complete when carrying out those roles?


	


4. How will the creation of the student project help support the unit’s goals?
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